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Neural networks, hardware lottery

This essay introduces the term hardware lottery 
to describe when a research idea wins because 
it is suited to the available software and 
hardware and not because the idea is superior 
to alternative research directions….

Sara Hooker, https://arxiv.org/abs/2009.06489
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Not trendy

◦ But we still use experts for verification

◦ There’s still something (context/reason) that’s hard to put into 
silicon
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Somewhat unfair

◦ Urban is hard if your input isn’t

◦ …and why are museums doing this anyway?
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When does a decadal view matter?

◦ We missed the first round (that’s ok)

◦ Did we prioritise well? (It’s complicated)

◦ Where do we go now?
◦ Lay a foundation: digital as first class object
◦ Build and collaborate, AudubonCore, audioBLAST
◦ Look beyond projects to holistic infrastructures
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